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reading when I entered, the Emperor said, 'You see rue
poring over the last revision of our penal code, which has
never "been rendered uniform, codified, or adapted to the
advancement of the times. We had an immense mass of
undigested and ill-consorted materials, and it is high time
to settle them all down in a spirit more tolerant and mild
than of old. To legislate for Eussia as she is, is no easy
matter for those who do not thoroughly understand our people,
their dispositions and condition. What can be so absurd
as these continued tirades against us, and especially against
myself, "because we do not regulate things as you do in
England or France? As for myself, these gentlemen, the
journalists, detest me, because they look on me as the rock
which will never yield to their assaults. I hold myself
responsible to God alone,' added he,-showing much intensity
of feeling; ' it is for Him alone to judge me. It is He who
has placed me in this responsible position, and I will never
change in order to please (you will pardon me the phrase)
that canaille. No, I will never govern as a king of France
or a king of England; the respective conditions of our
peoples are entirely different, and what goes well with
you would lead us to ruin. It is I then, I who am the
rock against which these gentlemen bear a grudge. The
worst of all this crew are found from time to time among
our Eussian renegades.'

"I naturally again expressed my regret that His Ma-
jesty had not a few able penmen to defend him. But he
interrupted me saying, 'No, I do not vex myself about
these attacks; my conscience absolves me; I do not fear
death, and I know that my people love me. I repeat, I
am Emperor of Eussia, and not King of the French. Theyumed when once more at the head of the Society, and                       c inasmuch as it wellony-
